OF   THE   EAST   INDIES                                    145

Stow Yonkei in Finland, with a Man's Body and Clothes, and with Eagle's
Feet, and Talons in the stead of Hands.

The Priesthood are in no great Esteem among the People, being
generally of low Extract. They have many different Orders among them,
which are distinguished by Badges, Colour of Habit, or Fashions of their
Capes. They arc all obliged to Celibacy while they continue in Orders,
and that is no longer than they please. But while they continue in Orders,
and should, or chance to be convicted of Fornication, they must expiate
the Crime with their Lives, except their high Priest, who is called C/iiam,
and he always keeps near the Emperor's Person, and is in very gieat
Repute, and he has Liberty to many, because the high Priesthood must
always continue m one Family, as Aaron's did for a long While, but not
half so long as it has been m this Family, who has kept up the Custom
above 1000 Yeais successively, without the Intrusion of Interlopeis.

There arc no Peisons of Figure or Fortune that care to have their
Children consecrated to seive at the Altar, so that the Priests who can
have no Issue of their own, are obliged to buy Novices of such mean
Persons as Necessity forces to sell their Children, and their Study being in
the large Legends of their Divinity, and not having the Benefit of Conver-
sation with Men of Letters or Polity, they are generally ignorant of the
Affairs of the World, which makes them contemptible among so polite
a People as the ingenious and conversible Chinese Laity are.

Confucius, or, as the Chinese, call him, Conjuce, was the Prince of their
Philosophers. He was near contemporary with Attaxerxes, Nehemiah, and
Malachi, about 450 Years before our Saviour Jesus Chiist. He both taught
and practised moral Philosophy to Perfection, and acquired so great a
Veneration among his Countrymen, that his Sentences are taken for
Postulata to this Day, not one since having offered to contradict any Thing
that he has left behind in Writing. They have another Doctor of Philosophy
called Tansiw, who was almost as ancient as Confucius, and wrote many
excellent Tracts of a virtuous Life, and the Methods to attain to it, but
his Character is inferior to Confucius's.

Their Preachers take some Apophthegm out of those great Mens
Writings, for Texts to comment and exspatiate on. They live very abste-
miously, and rise early before Day to pray. Every Temple has a Cloister
or Convent annext to it, and has a certain Stipend allowed by the
Emperor to support the Priests and Novices, but they get much more
by letting of Lodgings to Travellers, who generally lodge in their Cells,
than the Emperor's Allowance. Besides, they have a genteel Way of
begging from Strangers, by bringing Tea and Sweet-meats to regale them.